
Football is back and raring 

to go this month. The first 

round of senior fixtures 

kick off on Easter Monday 

5th April. St. Michaels 

have a bye in Round 1. On 

Friday 9th April our     

seniors travel to        

Holywood, Belfast to take 

on St. Paul's. Three nights 

later on Monday 12th 

April we play host to 

Aghaderg. Friday 16th 

April we are once more 

on our travels, to the 

other side of Castlewellan, 

to play the ever improving 

Aughlisnafinn. A week 

later on Friday 23rd April 

the senior squad are on the 

road again, this time traveling 

to the outskirts of            

Downpatrick to visit Bright. 

The final senior game of the 

month on Friday 30th April 

we are home to Ballykinlar. 

All games will throw in at 

19:00. The club hope you 

can take the time to come to 

games and show your sup-

port for the lads. With extra 

support you can become the 

16th man. If your children 

are playing with our under-

age teams bring them along 

to watch as they can learn so  

Forthcoming senior & reserve fixtures for April  

Underage training resumes  
Training resumed for  

children from ages 4 to 12 

years old in March with 

good numbers turning up. 

The club encourage chil-

dren of these age groups, 

who havenõt yet turned up 

to be registered, to do so 

as soon as possible so we 

can get a figure on num-

ber of players for the 

coming year.                

We welcome all existing 

players back to the club 

after a long winter lay off and         

understand everyone has been    

looking forward to getting back  

to training and the new season, 

with lots of football to play. 

Again we want to invite new 

children and their parents who 

havenõt yet attended the club to 

come along and enjoy what we 

have on offer for everyone. 

Training has been held inside 

the hall for the under 8õs, under 

10õs and 12õs trained on the 

pitch under our new lights. 
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bring along another 

friend too.õõ 

Mentors S Toman, P McKeown and 

D Marsden with underage teams. 

much more from watching 

others. The Reserve League 

also resumes in April with the 

first match on Sunday 11th in 

Magheralin against Glenn. The 

following Sunday 18th April 

the lads travel to Rostrevor 

for a difficult fixture. The final 

game of the month is against      

Longstone at home on Sunday 

25th April. All reserve games 

will throw in at 18:00. Again 

please come along and support 

the lads. The Chairman, com-

mittee and club wish our sen-

ior squads both first and          

seconds teams every success 

for the coming season. 



Poker drive in clubrooms 

on Thursday 11/03/2010 

was attended by 11 card 

players with 8 players 

reaching the final table. The 

winner was Davy McCabe, 

2nd was Brendan Marsden 

and 3rd was Rory Hamill.  

A fun night was enjoyed 

and thanks to John Hamill 

for the refreshments, tea 

and biscuits. I must say 

John outdid himself with 

the rhubarb tart on this 

occasion, it was delicious, 

although it must be said he 

didnõt make it himself. Ã85 

was raised for the club. We 

look forward to seeing you all 

again at the next poker drive 

on Thursday 08/04/2010 at 

20:30pm in clubrooms. If you 

are interested in playing just 

turn up on the night. Chair-

man and committee give 

thanks to all who attended 

the poker night. All events 

run and funds raised are 

greatly welcomed by the club.  

 

 

Two lucky boys have been  

chosen to represent the club at 

Croke Park this coming Easter 

Tuesday. Niall Marsden and 

Oisin McCabe will grace the 

hallowed turf in an initiative 

organised by the Down County 

Board. Every club in Down 

were asked to send two     

players to participate, play and 

experience what a lot of     

current and ex players can only 

dream about, pulling on your 

boots and playing at Croke 

Park. We hope the boys    

thoroughly enjoy the day and  

their experience. 

The senior team  have played 

a further three pre season 

friendlyõs with a mixed bag of 

results.  

They were well beaten by a 

very strong St. Marys team 

from Aghagallon, at their   

Collane Road pitch. St. Marys 

fielded their division two team 

for the first twenty minutes 

and roared into a twelve point 

lead without response       

although St Michaels hadnõt 

their shooting boots on. The  

Senior team pre season friendlyõs 
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Final table at poker drive are 

from left B Marsden,                  

R Hamill, S McCavana, John 

Hamill, Davy McCabe, Mickey 

Frazer and Andrew McKeown. 

Eventual winner was D McCabe 

            Poker drive                      Croke Park                         

margin could have been halved if 

they had. The Magheralin men 

faired much better as the game 

went on registering some great 

scores. The margin was unassail-

able. Young Niall Hanna had a 

very good game and rode some 

hard tackles.  

Sarsfields of Derrytrasna then 

visited us with very much an 

understrength team and were 

well beaten by the boys in the 

red and white.                                     

Robert Wilson then took the 

lads on the road again this time to 

Fearghal Lavertyõs home club, the 

Moy. The Magheralin men put in a 

fine performance against the pre-

mier reserve Tyrone team. Some 

fine passages of play and some 

great scores saw St Michaels lead 

by four points with about ten   

minutes remaining. Moy made a 

couple of substitutions bringing on 

their big guns which proved to be 

the pivotal point in the game. Moy 

scored several points without 

reply & ran out eventual winners. 

As the new football season gets 

underway matches will be   

coming thick and fast. Fixtures 

for our Under 12 team for the 

coming month of April are as 

follows. 

Sunday 11th April home against 

amalgamated Annaderg throw in 

11:00am 

Sunday 18th April away to 

Longstone throw in 11:00am 

Sunday 25th April home to 

Shamrocks B throw in 11:00am. 

This fixture may change to 

Wednesday 28th April due to 

Downs progress in Division 2 of 

the National League. 

On Sunday 2nd May St.Michaels 

have another home game this 

time against Drumgrath. Throw in 

11:00am. 

The Club ask that all parents  

attend underage games to show 

their support. Support will give 

confidence and encourage     

development. Good luck children. 



The Chairman and committee wish 

to express their delight and       

congratulations to Jervais Quinn on 

making it onto the Down Minor 

National League panel 2010. The 

club wish Jervais all the very best of 

luck for the coming season. 

Congratulations also go to Eamon 

Lynch jnr and Matthew McNeice on 

winning the McCrory Cup with St 

Colmans, Newry beating CBS of 

Omagh in the final on St. Patricks 

day at Casement Park, Belfast.   

Eamon will be welcomed back into 

the senior fold after his absence 

due to school team commitment. 

Matthew on the other hand is a  

new field in tiptop shape. 

We are asking for 100  

volunteers to sign up to a 

£10.00 per month standing 

order commitment to  

allow us to seek funding 

for this project. This will 

be a long term             

commitment which will 

entitle each donator to 

reduced membership 

(£10.00 per year) of the 

club for the term of    

St. Michaels GAC will be 

operating a 100 Club 

standing order scheme to 

raise and seek funding to 

develop our football field. 

We are proposing to level 

and drain the current site 

to provide a first class  

playing surface for all our 

players ranging from     

underage to our senior 

squads. A training area is 

also required to keep the 

commitment and a free 

draw in December of each 

year for the 100 club  

members only, with a total 

of £1000 in prizes to be 

won. 10 x Ã100õs drawn 

out. There is no restriction 

to the amount anyone can 

subscribe to i.e. £20.00 or 

£30.00 per month. This will 

entitle you to extra draws 

in December. One draw 

per £10.00 direct debit.  

Congratulations  

100 Club and Lotto  

                          Duck Race                       Duck Race                              

As you are all probably 

aware, The Magheralin 

Duck Race takes place 

11/04/2010 on the River 

Lagan, from the weir to the 

finish line at Newforge 

Bridge. There are still 

some Ducks to sell. We 

asked the club and parish 

to sell 250 ducks each. We 

are glad to report that 

majority of people were 

happy to sponsor and  
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best of luck for the race. 

The race will start at 13:30. 

Spectators welcome,     

children must be accompa-

nied by parent/guardian for  

obvious safety reasons. 

Due to the amount of rain 

recently, the river is being 

monitored to make sure it 

is safe to run the race.   

Earlier in the week the 

river was quite swollen and 

flowing very fast which is  

member of the parish but plays his 

football in neighbouring County 

Armagh for Annaghmore GAC. 

We wish Matthew every success 

with his club and hopefully one 

day he will become a St. Michaels 

player. Well done lads.  

Back on the County scene the 

club will be represented by Louise 

Kelly and Kiera McDade who have  

been selected onto the Down 

Ladies Panel. This is the first time 

the club has had Ladies players on 

the County Panel. so to have two 

players selected shows vast     

improvement in this area for the 

club. A big thanks must go to 

citizens from all sections of 

the community sponsored 

ducks. To everyone a very 

big thank you for your sup-

port and to all who 

tramped the streets, 

knocked doors, tortured 

friends, neighbours and 

relatives to sell ducks we 

couldnõt succeed without 

your invaluable help. St 

Michaels GAC and The 

Parish wish all patrons the  

mentors Pat McDade and Damian    

Catney for the work, time and effort 

progressing the ladies team. Coaching 

and producing players of County    

standard. A lot of desire and hard work 

is needed to reach this level and this     

responsibility lies largely with the     

individuals. The club recognises this and 

therefore offers sincere congratulations 

to Kiera and Louise on their selection 

on to the Down County Ladies Panel. 

Well done Ladies and the best of luck 

for the coming season. 

The club hope that Jervais, Eamon, Mat-

thew, Louise and Kieraõs successes can 

be an inspiration to all. Congratulations 

and well done everyone. 

not safe nor ideal racing con-

ditions. There may be a need 

to postpone the race if condi-

tions donõt improve by race 

date. Updates will be on our 

club website 

www.stmichaelsgac.com  

Stewards will be required to 

conduct safety duties at river-

side. Anyone who can offer 

their services please contact 

Fr Brown or Brian McCabe. 

Again Good Luck!! 

The last draw of the Lotto 

took place on Monday 29th 

March. There was no jackpot 

winner. The committee met 

to decide that a portion of the 

Lotto fund would be put up 

for prize money. Twenty 

draws would be made of 

£25.00 to distribute the prize 

fund. Please see list of winners 

on the back page... 




